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The President’s Corner 
Letter from the President: 

 

October was a great month for Orchid Shows!  

After a 2 year hiatus due to the pandemic, KOS 

finally held their annual Orchid Show and Sale on 

October 2 & 3.  This show turned out to be our 

biggest and best ever.  The show included 

numerous displays by neighboring societies 

including Greater Cincinnati's display which won 

the AOS Show Trophy, and the Hartmann display 

which honored long time KOS member Gwen 

Hartmann and displays by each of the vendors.  

Special thanks to the show chairpersons Jan 

Smith and Stephen Benjamin and to long-time 

show organizers Catherine Luckett and Dick 

Humke. 
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We also participated in another show in October.  

Several of you sent orchids to the Central Ohio 

Orchid Society show in Columbus and we were 

fortunate enough to be awarded the AOS Show 

Trophy for the best display in the show.  Thanks 

to everyone who sent their blooming plants (you 

won a collective 16 ribbons!!). Special thanks to 

Stephen Benjamin for transporting the plants to 

and from the show AND for setting up the 

winning display.  Great job, Stephen! 

 

We had our first meeting at the new location last 

month.  Going forward our meetings will be at 

this new location (All Peoples Unitarian Church 

on Brownsboro Road) on the second Wednesday 

of the month.  We hope to see all of you at the 

upcoming meeting on November 9.  We will have 

an interesting speaker (Anne-Marie B will tell you 

all about him).  If anyone needs specific 

directions or a ride to the meeting, please let 

me know!  Anyone who can arrive a little early to 

help with set-up will be appreciated. 

I'd like to talk about our upcoming Christmas 

party at this meeting, so come prepared to give 

your ideas and suggestions!  We haven't had a 

Christmas party in several years (due to Covid) so 

let's try to plan something fun.  We usually have 

centerpieces on the tables (ideas??) and a pot-

luck dinner.  We'll need lots of help and 

suggestions so put your thinking caps on.   

I hope all of you have looked at the slate of 

officers that Michelle published in the special 

edition newsletter (thank you, Michelle).  We 

will be voting at this meeting.  If anyone is still 

interested in an office, we will accept 

nominations from the floor.  I would encourage 

all of you to consider running for an office in the 

future.   

I hope to see all of you at the meeting on 

November 9. 

Deanna Day, President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com 

 

 

The Vice President’s 
Corner 

Letter from the Vice President: 

 

October was a very successful month for our 

orchid society! First, we presented a great show 

in our home town after a two-year hiatus and 

later that same month KOS won the AOS award 

at the Central Ohio Orchid Society in Columbus 

(more info can be found on our website!) Many 

thanks to all who participated as it takes many 

minds, hands and plants to achieve this! 

mailto:Deanna7736@yahoo.com
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It’s the start of the holiday season, with visits to 

family and friends. Luckily all our orchids are 

inside and we only have to keep an eye for the 

unwanted hitchhikers that evaded our initial 

treatment. Many orchids will start setting 

flowers now with the change in temperature and 

light intensity. A joy to observe and follow the 

growth and opening of the flowers. 

Our speaker for this month is Tom Sampliner 

from Ohio and his information is attached below. 

He also sent me a list of the most common 

genera of plants he will show in his talk 

organized by colour but limited to Dendrobium, 

although he will discuss many more genera. 

Before I end this letter a reminder that within 

our society, we have a group of knowledgeable 

people that love to set up displays and they are 

very good at it! There may not be a written 

procedure to do this but these people have a 

process of setting up and taking down a display. 

We need to be respectful of people and plants 

and knocking over peoples’ plants by impatient 

un-invited helpers is unacceptable! 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE! 

Anne-Marie Blancquaert, Vice President 

ambblancquaert@frontier.com 

 

Speaker for November: Tom Sampliner 

Tom will be speaking about ‘Orchids of northern 

Thailand at the end of the dry season’. 

Meeting Place:  

All Peoples, a Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation 

4936 Brownsboro Rd, Louisville, KY 40222 

 

Some information about Tom, who lives in 

University Heights, Ohio: 

I retired at the millennium and have since used 

my time to form a mini-career as nature writer, 

photographer, lecturer and part-time instructor 

at a local community college in a senior’s 

program. My articles and images appear in 

Facebook pages, journals for various nature and 

flower groups such as the Native Orchid 

Conference. Past President and journal editor 

for: The Native Plant Soc. of N.E. Ohio; the 

Indoor Gardening Soc.; and a nature photography 

club. Volunteer for the Cleveland Botanical 

Garden. 

I have spoken to many orchid societies across 

North America. 

My Facebook pages are: 

Photogenic and favorite orchids of North America 

Photogenic Wildflowers across N. A. 

Photogenic orchids around the globe 

Favorite wildflowers across Ohio 

The Bee Orchids, the genus Ophrys, masters of 

sexual deception. 

 

tomsam265l@hotmail.com  

web page: 

http://www.orchidmall.com/misc/sampliner.ht

m  

 

Speaker Notes: 

Dendrobium species Northern Thailand by 

flower color in my program for the Kentucky 

Orchid Society 

 

Yellow flowered species 

Dendrobium chrysotoxum 

“                   lindleyi 

“                   gibsonii 

“                   dixanthum 

“                   senile 

mailto:ambblancquaert@frontier.com
mailto:tomsam265l@hotmail.com
http://www.orchidmall.com/misc/sampliner.htm
http://www.orchidmall.com/misc/sampliner.htm
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White flowered with either yellow or orange in 

lip 

Dendrobium draconis 

“                    signatum 

“                    wattii 

“                    infundibulum 

 

Flower a combination of white and yellow parts 

Dendrobium densiflorum 

“                   thrysiflorum 

“                   acinaciforme 

 

Flowers are pink/purple and white combination 

Dendrobium tortile 

“                   lituiflorum 

“                   aphyllum 

“                   called either primulinum or 

polyanthum 

“                   grattiosissimum 

 

Vibrant hot pink/purple flower 

A miniature closely clustered epiphyte called 

Dendrobium secundum 

 

A vibrant bright orange colored flower 

This species is called Dendrobium unicum and is 

uniquely structured. It is non-resupinate, 

meaning the lip is uppermost because the flower 

has not rotated 180 degrees. 
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Minutes 
KOS MEETING MINUTES 

October 12, 2022 

Attendance: Approx. 30 members. Welcome 

visitors and new members Sheryl Atherton, 

Kathleen Lee, Mary Owens, Darryl Lee, 

Evangeline, & Jan. 

Meeting Minutes: Approved by membership 

Treasurers Report: Approved by membership 

 

Old Business: 

1.  S. Benjamin announced that Central Ohio 

(Columbus) is having a show 22nd & 23rd. By a 

show of hands about 20 people volunteered to 

provide plants. Steve is going and will set-up a 

display. There is a note from Stephen in the 

newsletter to review the results of the show. 

 

New Business:  

1.  President Day thanked all of the members 

that helped make our show a great success 

especially Catherine Luckett and Dick Humke for 

help with the church and Jan Smith and Steve 

Benjamin for chairing the event and David Easely 

for providing food and helpers both days. 

2.  Pres. Day announced openings for the 2023 

slate of officers. These will be published thru a 

special Newsletter announcement. Contact S. 

Locascio if you have an interest in participating. 

PLANT RAFFLE – Held for the members 

SHOW & TELL – Pam LaRocco announced winners 

Adjourn. 

 

Sal Locascio, Recording Secretary 

sallocascio48@gmail.com 

 

Show & Tell Winners – 
October 2022 

 

Topmiller: 

1st Place:  Phalaenopsis Unknown    -     Heidi 

Boel  pink  

2nd Place:  Phalaenopsis Unknown   -    Janet 

Craft   burgundy 

2nd Place (tie): Neofinita/ Vanda falcata   -   

Debbie Hanna 

 

Fanelli: 

1st Place:  Oncostele Eye Candy  ‘Pinkie’ (Onc.. 

catatante x Onc. Barossa Delight)     -    Larry 

Atwood 

2nd Place:  Cattleya   - Rhyncholaeliocattleya 

[Rlc.]  Rlc. Volcano Plum ‘Volcano Queen  (Rlc. 

Waianae Embers x C. Maui Plum)    -     Larry 

Atwood 
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Kentucky Orchid Society Orchid Show & Sale 
By Jan Smith 

 

As co-chairs of our recent Annual Show, Stephen and I want to say thank you to all the KOS members who 

made this great event happen. There were countless hours put in by people in many different ways, and 

without each and every one of our efforts, it could not have been so successful. Whether you helped plan 

the event, put up yard signs, marketed it, greeted the public, set up displays, carried plants and supplies 

in and out, cooked a dish, spent money at the vendor's tables, entered a plant, handed out fliers, took 

photos, or worked at the KOS information table, it was important! I have included a few pictures from the 

set up day as well as the show days in this newsletter. Go to our website to see posts with more pictures 

of the displays at the show, some of the KOS entries, and the Best of Class winners at the show. We 

should all be very proud of ourselves and get ready to make next year's show bigger and better than ever! 
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Columbus Orchid Show 
By Stephen Benjamin 

 

OUR achievement in Columbus- 

In Columbus, our Kentucky Orchid Society display won best of class against other societies including 

Cincinnati, Dayton and Columbus. We also won a trophy for the best exhibit in the show.  We also won the 

AOS show trophy for the display based on national standards.  And then we won an AOS Silver Certificate, 

which means we averaged over 85 points against those national standards not just the minimum of 80. 

I want to thank everyone in the society who contributed; your plants through your growing, grooming and 

the transportation made the difference.  You the members did the most to allow this to happen. 

- At the meeting I asked for only your best plants, and that’s what you sent. We had 15 ribbons and 

Jan’s Purple Dendrobium got a trophy for best Dendrobium in the show! The plant quality is 35 

points on that national scale.  

- The diversity of plants you sent was also phenomenal, out of 21 plants we had 13 different 

Genera, even where we had multiples of the same genera such as Cattleya, we had White, 

Lavender, Purple, Red, yellow, orange, and pink, and both full sized and mini’s.  This diversity 

accounts for up to 20 points on the national scale.  

- Our labeling and plant entry was spot on, worth up to 10 points. 

You the Members did all that, you did great!  You and only you contributed extremely well to the first 65 

points! 

I was only responsible for the last 35 points, for the arrangement.  Truthfully, some of those plants almost 

jumped out of the box and into the display they knew where they belonged. I chose some good driftwood 

and supports to give us height, and everything, exhibit Jim Lardner’s Phal, eventually fit in nicely.  Jim’s 

plant was beautiful, but it was just leaning the wrong way.  After talking to it a couple of times it 

cooperated and found a nice spot. 

When it was complete, I thought it was beautiful. This was fun, we should do it again. 

 

Stephen Benjamin  
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Beginner’s Corner – A look at different media for 
potting your orchids 

By Anne-Marie Blancquaert 

 

Orchids in nature grow either on the forest floor in leave litter such as the Paphiopedilums, Jewell orchids 

and others. These do not have any water storage structures, their roots are covered and will need 

watering all year round albeit less in winter. Let’s not forget our native orchids that grow like most of our 

well-known perennials, they appear in spring and flower late spring or summer and then disappear over 

the winter to return the following spring. 

Or as true epiphytes attached to tree trunks, tree branches, rock faces or rocks. These orchids use their 

roots to attach to the substrate, partially hanging free in the breeze, get rained on but will dry quickly. 

An example is the Phalaenopsis with fleshy roots, the true root is a string like structure that is enveloped 

in a velamen which acts as a sponge when wet and provides moisture and fertilizer to the plant. Being 

exposed to air it will dry quickly. Again, Phalaenopsis do have only their fleshy roots for water storage 

and will need watering year-round. Other orchids such as Oncidiums, certain Dendrobiums do have 

pseudobulbs or canes that store water since these orchids go through a dry season at the end of which 

many will bloom.  

Knowing now that epiphytic orchids have their roots exposed to the air, get wet and dry quickly, have 

water storage structures or not, will help us in selecting the right medium for potting. Of course, you 

realize that we pot up our orchids so that we can grow them in our homes, on windowsills, under light 

fixtures, greenhouses as growing them ‘as in nature’ takes lots of space and is not convenient for home 

growing! 

Reminder: never throw the name tag away from your orchid as with it one can find valuable information 

of where the orchid comes from and its growing conditions! 

My orchid is not doing well?! One of the first things to check is the medium, take the orchid out of its pot 

and observe the medium and roots. (Roots has been discussed in an earlier write up in this newsletter.) 

An orchid medium should provide the following: allow for air circulation at the roots, retain moisture, 

have a good usable life, keep the pH between 5.5 and 6.0 and let’s not forget, keep our plants upright! 

What are our choices? 

 

LONG LASTING OR INORGANIC MATERIALS 

Characteristics: do not hold lots of water, hence regular watering is necessary; need regular fertilizer, 

last forever but now and then the salts (from fertilizer) need flushing out, do not change the pH, are 

neutral. 

1. Clay pebbles (LECA: lightweight expanded clay aggregate). Great for use with orchids that do not 

like their roots disturbed such as Psychopsis1. Use plastic jars or glass containers which have two 

holes about an inch from the bottom and fill with beads. There will always be some moisture in 
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the bottom which will wick up to the top. One needs to provide fertilizer at regular intervals. 

Sometimes algae will make the beads green to black, this can be rectified by first covering up the 

holes in the container and soaking the container in 1% bleach for one hour, draining and rinsing 

thoroughly with fresh, plain water2. Useful for people growing in apartments since watering is 

easy no going back and forth to the sink! Used in semi-hydroponics and very useful when orchids 

are outdoors in summer where it rains frequently! 

2. Charcoal can be used as a potting mix, ex. Tolumnias that love pure charcoal in their little net 

pots 3. 

3. Lave rock holds more water than all the others. At the KOS show this past October, Melisa Garner 

grows her large Vandas in large pots in lave rock to hold them upright! 

4. Sponge rock/perlite (Vulcanic glass) used as an additive to keep the medium open. 

5. Styrofoam in the bottom of the pots for drainage, I use wine corks. 

6. Shredded tyres can be used to grow orchids, again it allows us to keep the plants upright and in a 

pot. This medium drains well, is open enough but needs fertilizer. 

7. Rocks, gravel, many years ago I purchased a Dendrobium Big Alex which was planted in gravel. Did 

great until I repotted it and did not use gravel, is still alive and now will go back to gravel! 

 

BARK BASED MATERIALS MEANING LIMITED LIFE SPAN 

This will mostly be mixes and will vary from vendor to vendor. Need to consider water holding capacity 

versus frequency of watering (do you like to water or not?) and the aeration to the roots. Now we also 

should look at environmental factors and use more renewable sources. 

1. Tree fern, Redwood bark, Osmunda fiber all are mostly depleted in nature or if still available 

rather expensive. 

2. Coco husk renewable but breaks down fast. 

3. Bark, currently Orchiata is in vogue, it is chopped up Monterey pine, treated to stabilize the pH. 

Initially it is hard to wet, however, pre-wetting cuts down on the dust produced. After a few 

waterings the bark will hold more water, when it starts to break down it will retain must more 

water! Should last up to two years. Natural pH is between 4 and 5, can change over time 

depending on your water source (pure water has no buffering capacity, hence the pH becomes 

acidic after six months). Orchids can grow in pure bark; however, it is mostly amended with other 

ingredients such as perlite, charcoal, sphagnum, clay beads. 

4. Sphagnum moss. There are different grades, the highest grade of New Zealand AAA grade is the 

best, also the most expensive. Fluff and wet before using. Holds lot of water certainly if packed 

loosely, up to 2-4 years with the highest quality. The pH of 3-4 has antimicrobial qualities and 

again as above, depending on your water quality the pH may change. Ex. Commercial Phalaenopsis 

frequently come potted in sphagnum moss because of its water holding capacity, meaning less 

frequent watering while in transport. Pot size up the 4 inches work the best. 

5. Pro-Mix HP is a high porosity peat based growing medium which allows for good air penetration 

and good drainage. Hard to wet when dry, holds large amounts of water and is an alternative to 

sphagnum moss for Phalaenopsis (as some of us noticed when purchasing Phalaenopsis from Hilltop 

Orchids). The pH is 5.7. Pots can use some top dressing to prevent the medium from washing out 

when watering. 
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6. Cypress mulch, although renewable degrades quickly and needs yearly replacing. 

There are many bark mix formulations, each grower may have their own. What works for one person 

under their specific growing conditions may not work of someone else as mentioned before some people 

like to water others do not, one can adapt the medium to one’s individual habits. 

AN EXAMPLE OF A MIX 4: 

5-7 parts of bark (fine bark for fine rooted orchids, medium bark for coarser rooted orchids) 

1 part perlite (medium) 

1 part charcoal 

For more water holding capacity add some chopped up sphagnum moss or some Pro-Mix HP. 

REFERENCES 

The information in this writing (used as a presentation at the October KOS meeting) came about over 

many years of orchid growing, reading many articles in different orchid journals, especially ‘Orchids’ from 

the American Orchid Society (AOS), following many AOS webinar, talking with orchid vendors at orchid 

shows and reading other societies newsletters. 

People such as Sue Bottom, Dr Thomas Mirenda1, Ray Barkalow2, ‘Zoom talk’ by Manuel Aybar3, Charles 

Wilson4 and so many others I’ve talked to or read over the years are reflected in this write-up. 

 

 

Mimicking in the greenhouse how Phalaenopsis in nature grow attached to a tree trunk or branch. Roots 

attach happily to the cork slab. On the left, the thread is a dead root of which the velamen has been 

stripped. 



12 
 

 

    

 

    

 

    

 



13 
 

    

 

    

Commercial container for use with LECA beads, notice the two holes about an inch from the bottom. 
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Psychopsis Mendenhall in 2020 in LECA beads in 

glass jar with its first spike which was bitten 

off by small snails. 

 

Psychopsis Mendenhall in 2022 still in 

the same LECA beads with its two 

flower spikes, note little blue spot in 

the back of the jar (sticky square which 

had four tiny snails stuck to it), plant 

has doubled in size. Still blooming, fifth 

flower for both spikes. 
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October Show & Tell Gallery 

Kentucky Orchid Society members and visitors brought their flowering orchids for Show & Tell.   
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Visit us at our website www.kyorchidsociety.com 

or on Facebook at Kentucky Orchid Society 

 

 

 

http://www.kyorchidsociety.com/

