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The President’s Corner 
 

Hello everyone.  

 

The biggest news this month is that we will be 

meeting in person again in our usual location, at 

Immanuel Church of Christ on Wednesday July 14. 

HURRAY!! 

 

Anyone who can help set up the room is welcome to 

meet me there at 6 pm and I will be forever thankful 

to you. We need tables and chairs arranged, a table 

set up for snacks with paper products, plastic ware, 

table cloth, etc. Show and Tell table needs to be 

organized, with cards to identify plants and owners. 

Photos of show and tell plants need to be taken. I’d 

like to formalize those jobs on a “go forward basis,” 

so be thinking about how you might be able to help 

in the future. If many people volunteer to do 

individual jobs, it will be easier on everyone. I also 

need helpers at the end of the night to clean up our 

mess. 

 

Our usual schedule will be followed: 

 

6:00-6:15    room set up 

 

6:15-7:00   visit, view show and tell and raffle 

plants, talk with “plant doctor” Pam 

 

7:00-7:30    business meeting 

7:30-7:40  break to snack, view show and tell, 

purchase raffle tickets 

 

7:45-8:30 presentation by Brian Spitler on 

“Japanese Orchid Culture” 

 

8:30-9:00   discuss Show and Tell, hold raffle 

 

9:00-9:10    clean up, good night!  

 

Their rules:  

 

-  no masks required, but feel free to use them if you 

wish 

 

-  no requirements for social distancing 

 

-  bathrooms at full capacity, but please wash your 

hands!  

 

-  we may bring food to share 

 

-  water fountains can be used, but they prefer that 

we use them to fill a cup rather than drinking from 

them directly 

 

-  it is unclear whether we can use the kitchen, but 

we usually do not, so will not for now 

 

Our rules: 

  

-  If you have had your vaccine, you are welcome to 

come.  
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-  If you have not had the vaccine and would like to 

attend virtually, please let me know by the Sunday 

before the meeting, so that I can arrange to have 

Zoom set up for you. There was no one who 

attended virtually last month, so I won’t 

automatically plan a Zoom presentation. 

 

-  If you have been vaccinated but just cannot get to 

the meeting that night, the same Zoom information 

will apply! 

 

I need volunteers to bring snacks for this meeting 

and will hopefully have procured them before you 

read this. We will make a schedule for snacks for 

each meeting for the remainder of the year.  

 

Show and Tell will be a “hybrid affair” this month. 

You are welcome to bring your blooming plants to 

the meeting and to send me your pictures for the 

virtual event. Judging this month will be on the 

virtual Show and Tell as we have been doing 

recently, be sure to send me your pictures by Friday 

July 9 so I can have them on the website before the 

meeting. Next month we will go back to our usual 

Show and Tell format, but will continue to post 

plant photos on our website in a monthly gallery for 

all to enjoy. 

 

The raffle will be held using a combination of 

tickets that you have already purchased and those 

sold in person at the meeting, so bring your bills! 

 

Don’t forget about registering for the Dayton 

MidAmerica Orchid Fest August 27 to 29. Use this 

link for further information and to register: 

 

https://midamericanorchids.org/dayton-mid-america 
 

Jan Smith, President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

 

The Vice President’s Corner 
 

Greetings from the Vice President: 

It's officially summer!  I'm sure those of you who 

put your orchids outside for the summer have done 

so already.  I have mine out on the screened-in 

porch and they seem very happy.  I'm sure they've 

been enjoying this high humidity more than I am!   

I'd like to express a big "Thank You" to Jan for 

hosting the June meeting at her home.  It was hot, 

but I think everyone had a great time.  It was 

wonderful to get together in person again!   

 

Our upcoming meeting on July 14th will be in-

person!   Our speaker for this meeting is one of our 

members, Brian Spitler.  He will be 

presenting "Japanese orchid culture and how they 

grow orchids via the Japan Grand Prix".  Brian 

Spitler has been growing orchids for more than 25 

years. He has been part of orchid societies on the 

West coast and the midwest of the United States.  

On the West coast he focused mostly on 

Cymbidiums in the 90's.  In the midwest he grows 

mostly Paphs, Cattleyas, and cooler growing plants 

like Miltoniopsis and Masdevallias.  He currently 

resides in Cincinnati Ohio where he is past 

president of the Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society. 

He is an accredited AOS Judge. Has judged at the 

Japan Grand Prix, Sociedad Colombiana de 

Orquideologia "Exposición Orquideas, Flores & 

Artesanias in Medellin, Redlands, Tamiami, as well 

as various locations across the USA. His interests 

include educating others as to specific culture of 

orchids and preserving the high quality breeding 

lines of orchids that seem to be dwindling as 

breeders retire. 

 

I know this will be an interesting and informative 

presentation.   

  

Deanna Day, Vice President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com  

 

Minutes  
 

Virtual and in Person Meeting Minutes 

 

There were approximately 35 attendees at Jan 

Smith’s house.  Minutes from May meeting were 

approved by the membership. Treasurers Report 

presented for the meeting and approved. 
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Old Business: 

President Smith announced that the Orchid Fest 

sponsored by Mid America Orchid Congress will be 

held August 27-29, 2021, in Dayton. More info to 

come via email. 

Annual Show Update: Dick Humke announced our 

Annual Show is scheduled with the Church for 

September 10, 11 & 12.  Stephen Benjamin is 

working on changes to the rules for this year’s 

show; Jim McCulloch will be helping with setup for 

the plant registrations; vendors include Natts, Sue 

Phillips Pottery,  Tom Harper from Nashville, Barry 

Jones, and Russ Vernon.  Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn 

and Little Frog are not sure they are attending.  

Dick Humke asked the interest level of having 

Roberts Supply attend as well. Most members 

agreed to invite him.  

Locust Grove is considering having a virtual show.  

More info coming out shortly. We may participate 

by showing our repotting video for this event. 

Our last Gwen Hartman orchid auction netted 

approximately $1000. Thank you to all members for 

your support. 

Hilltop Orchids still has lots of plants for sale. Call 

Dick Wells if you are interested. It seems he will 

downsize from 5 greenhouses to one in the near 

future. More info to come. 

Gwen Hartman plants were for sale during today’s 

meeting. 

New Business: 

OUR FIRST FULL INDOOR MEETING will be 

held for the JULY meeting at the Emmanuel United 

Church.  There will be a raffle table and Show & 

Tell will be held via website. 

We have been in contact with Waterfront Botanical 

Gardens for possibility of having our show there in 

the future. More info to come. 

Show & Tell - Postponed this month. See Website. 

Meeting adjourned. 

The monthly raffle was held for members. 

  

Show and Tell orchid judging via email, Pam 

LaRocco is the judge.   

 

KOS Show and Tell   
June 2021 

 

Topmiller (Minatures)  

 

1at Place - phalaenopsis [Phal.] Unknown- white 

with spots   Heidi Boel 

 

2
nd

 Place - bulbophyllum [Bulbo.) frostii   Jan Smith 

  

Fanelli (Standard) 

 

1
st
 Place - paphiopedilum [Paph.] Angel's Flight 

(Paph. Alma Gevaert x Paph. philippinense)  

 Anne Marie Blanquaert   

 

2
nd

 Place - sophrolaeliocattleya [Slc.] Jewel Box ‘ 

Scheherazade’ –  NEW NAME  cattlianthe [Ctt.]  

Jewel Box ‘ Scheherazade’ Michelle Berry   

 

2
nd

 Place - sophrolaeliocattleya [Slc.] Jewel Box ‘ 

Scheherazade’ –   NEW NAME  cattlianthe [Ctt.]  

Jewel Box ‘ Scheherazade’ Linda Solley-Knipe     

 

Locascio, Recording Secretary 

sallocascio48@gmail.com 

          

 

 

Visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society 
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                        Phal. Unknown- white with spots   

                                                            Heidi Boel 

 

                                   
                                                 Bulbo. frostii    

                                                           Jan Smith 

 

 

 

                   Paph. Angel's Flight (Paph. Alma  

                          Gevaert x Paph. philippinense)  

                                     Anne Marie Blanquaert   

 

 

     cattlianthe [Ctt.]  Jewel Box ‘Scheherazade’  

                                               Michelle Berry  

 

 
          Phrag. unknown, display only 

                                      Anne Marie Blanquaert   

 



 

cattlianthe [Ctt.]  Jewel Box ‘ Scheherazade’  

Linda Solley-Knipe    

  

 
                                              Bulbo. auratum, display 

                                                             Pam LaRocco 

 

 
           Rlc. Sum Spot x B. nodosa 

                                       Jan Smith 

 
             Bletilla striata ‘Alba Variegata’ 

                                         Deanna Day 

 

 
Slc. World Vacation ‘5

th
 Avenue’ 

                  Linda Solley-Kanipe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This information from the American Orchid Society 

should help remind you of orchid tasks for the next 

couple of months: 

 

Monthly 
Checklist for 
July and August 
Cattleyas 

Cattleyas this month require careful attention to 

their watering and fertilizing needs owing to 

characteristically high temperatures. Evaporative 

cooling is a must in areas of the country where it is 

effective. Where it is not (the more humid regions), 

care needs to be paid to proper venting to keep 

temperatures within reason. Bottom vents in 

conjunction with top vents provide enough rising 

airflow to help keep plants cool. Increased air flow 

lessens humidity and dries plants out more quickly, 

necessitating more frequent damping down and 

watering, in areas where high humidity is not a 

problem. Higher light and heat indicate more 

fertilizer. The growths your plants are making now 

are the source of this autumn, winter and spring's 

blooms, so applying adequate fertilizer this month is 

the best way to ensure future blooms. Higher 

temperatures and humidity may also lead to fungal 

or bacterial rot problems, so it is important to 

closely observe your plants for any early indication 

of problems. Pests are also at a high point this 

month for the same reason. 

Paphiopedilum 

Cooling and air circulation are especially critical in 

these two months to prevent stress and avoid 

disease problems. Watering needs to be closely 

monitored to ensure that plants do not dry out. 

Warmer-growing hybrids will be at the peak of their 

blooming, with attention needing to be paid to 

staking of spikes. Look for water lodging in 

growths, which can rot emerging spikes and lead to 

the loss of the entire growth. 

Phalaenopsis 

 Most, if not all, potting should be complete by 

now. This month and next are when these plants 

achieve their maximum growth. This growth will be 

that from which they set their spikes for the coming 

season. The more leaves the plants grow, the better 

potential for spiking will be realized. Growers in 

cooler areas such as the Pacific coast have the 

advantage this month, should they choose, of 

cooling for early season spikes. Lots of heat and 

light call for liberal applications of water and 

fertilizer. 

  

Cymbidium 

 Summer can be the most rewarding season for 

cymbidiums. Growths should be coming strong 

now. The leaves of the new growths are best when 

they are broad and fairly stiff. The color should be a 



light green to nearly yellow. Early flowering 

varieties should be showing flower spikes, so move 

the plants into a cooler area with lower light. For 

mid-season varieties, lower the dosage of nitrogen 

to assist in spike initiation. 

 

High-elevation Plants 

For cooler-growing plants, such as masdevallias, 

other pleurothallids and the like, the next few 

months will be a challenge. During the hottest 

times, keep your plants more shaded and be sure to 

keep the humidity level much higher. Do not let 

plants dry out. Delay any potting until the weather 

cools. 

  

 
Beallara Diana DUnn 'Newberry' is a good example 

of the colorful patterns that Oncidium intergeneric 

hybrids offer. 

  

Oncidium intergenerics 

 Many of the intergeneric crosses between 

odontoglossums and oncidiums, such as 

Odontocidium, Wilsonara and Colmanara, will be 

blooming now. Take special care to train the spikes 

for best floral display. Keep plants under fairly 

shady conditions. Watch for snails and slugs. 

  

 
The Philippine species, Euanthe sanderiana, 

rewards growers with massive heads of flowers at 

the end of summer.  

 

Vandaceous 

 Plants will be growing quickly now and really 

enjoying the hot humid days so similar to their 

native habitat. Watch for pests though, as many of 

these also enjoy the same conditions as the plants. 

Check flower spikes so that they can extend 

unimpeded for the best flower presentation later. 
 


