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Have you paid your dues?  See Linda Solley-Kanipe. 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Gloria Teague, glorchid@iglou.com  

 

The President’s Corner 
 

Hello everyone.  

 

I hope you are staying warm and staying safe in this 

cold COVID winter and that your orchids are 

getting lots of attention, helping them push through 

the dreary days.  

 

If you were able to attend our last meeting, you 

heard Jeanne Rinehart talk about orchids native to 

Kentucky and surrounding states. It's fascinating to 

realize that so many species can actually survive our 

winters.  With Jeanne's help, we hope to set up a 

couple of trips for interested KOS members to visit 

some of these beauties in their natural Kentucky 

habitats later this year.  Stay tuned for further 

information over the next few months! 

 

I hope you enjoyed the plant raffle at our last 

meeting. The technology was a bit shaky, but I 

think I have worked out some of the kinks and 

things will go smoother in the future. If you are 

interested in participating, send me or Linda a check 

for raffle tickets and tell us how many tickets you 

want each month. I will try to send out pictures of 

the raffle offerings a few days before the meeting so 

you can decide if you want more tickets for a 

particularly nice plant. If you find it easier to use 

Venmo than to send a check, just send some funds 

to our KOS Venmo account 

(@kyorchidsociety.com) and send me an email to 

let me know how many tickets you want each 

month. Pay for as many or as few months as you 

want! It should be fun to get this part of our meeting 

back. 

 

Potting season is coming up soon! I hope you have 

had a chance to place an order with Roberts Flower 

Supply for your orchid care needs. This is a chance 

to save on shipping costs and get a good deal on 

supplies. Wayne Roberts also sells plants, so check 

out his website. The order needs to be in by Feb 7, 

so don't delay. There are details in a previous email. 

 

At our next meeting, we will be discussing our 

upcoming orchid auction and our Fall Show and 

Sale, which I think has a good chance of happening 

this year. It depends upon as many people as 

possible getting the vaccine, continuing with social 

distancing and masking. Don't give up now! Sign up 

for your vaccine ASAP.  
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And another reminder! Dues ($25) are due! You can 

send a check to Linda or make a  transfer in Venmo. 

Once you set up a Venmo account, it is quick and 

easy to be up to date. We will be publishing our 

roster with addresses and emails in March. If you 

want to be included in the roster and to continue to 

get emails and invitations to our meetings and all 

these educational events, please send in your dues! 

 

I am attaching several educational offerings 

this month.  

 

Here is a link to an interesting article about a newly 

discovered orchid that you  undoubtedly have never 

seen: 

 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2263273-

newly-discovered-orchid-species-labelled-the-

ugliest-in-the-world/ 

 

Below is the February Orchid Care Calendar to 

remind you of the "chores" you should be tackling 

in February to keep your plants happy and healthy. 

This is posted on the website, as is a similar 

summary for each month of the year. Check them 

out! 

 

And, Ann-Marie has provided a "Beginner's 

Corner" article on that most basic secret of healthy 

orchid growth, the lowly but glorious roots!  

 

Enjoy. 

 

Jan Smith, President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

 

The Vice President’s Corner 
 

Greetings from the Vice President: 

Our meeting on February 10th will once again be on 

Zoom.  I want to encourage you to join us.  Would 

our meetings be more fun in person?  Of course! 

Are we able to do that right now? Of course not! 

But, the meetings are still fun and informative and 

our social time at the beginning of each meeting lets 

us keep in tough with each other and chat.  Please 

follow the link provided and join us!  If any of you 

need help using Zoom, please let me know and I 

will try to help.   

 

Our February speaker is none other than Pam 

LaRocco, a long time KOS member and orchid 

expert.  Several months ago, at one of our meetings, 

several members asked if we could have a 

presentation on Dendrobium culture.  I don't know 

about you, but I have a tendency to kill them!  So, 

our February presentation will be: 

 

Dendrobiums: We’re not like Cattleyas 

Cattleyas are an orchid that most people can grow 

or at least keep alive, and many can flower. 

However, when mentioning dendrobiums, many 

people cry out “I kill them!” We’ll use cattleyas to 

demonstrate cultural differences between them and 

dendrobiums to help growers stop the dendrobium 

death rate and increase success. We also explore 

some “helps” in determining dendrobiums differing 

cultural needs. 

 

I'm looking forward to Pam's presentation.  I hope 

everyone continues to stay safe and is happily 

spending some of this extra time at home on their 

orchids.   

  

Deanna Day, Vice President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com  

 

The Plant Doctor 

 
February is an interesting month for orchids.  Lots 

of “stuff” starts happening! 

 

LIGHT:  If growing under natural light, you’ll 

notice that we are getting more sunlight each day. 

So do your orchids!  Keep an eye on them as they 

start to wake up. More root tips and new leaves will 

emerge.  If using artificial lighting, this is the time 
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to start the monthly one-hour increase of light 

hours. 

 

Example:  If your orchids have spent January at 12 

hours of light per day: February at 13 hours per day; 

March at 14 hours per day; and April at 15 hours 

per day. 

 

BUGS:  Even if you don’t notice those new roots, 

increasing light, new foliage, and perhaps the first 

of the late winter or early spring buds, the bugs 

will! Keep watch for pesky mealy bugs and get 

them before they start to rapidly multiply. Check all 

flowers and buds carefully.  Also, spider mite is 

particularly bad in the late winter months when 

indoor heating dries out the air. Look for tiny 

pinpoint spots on the leaf or a gray-silver look to 

leaf surfaces. If you take a hand lens and look at the 

underside of the leaves, you’ll see them. Depending 

on the type of mite, you may or may not see webs. 

They love phaleanopsis, dendrobiums, and if there 

are a lot of them, cattaleyas. Soap solutions will get 

both types of pests but frequent repeat treatments 

are needed. There are several chemicals that get 

mites and mealie bugs.  Read the labels carefully.  I 

am not very comfortably recommending pesticide 

use in your home when the windows are shut and 

ventilation to the outside is not available. 

 

FLOWERS: Finally, a good one! Orchids that 

require a decrease in light over the winter, will 

generally start flower production as the light hours 

increase. Enjoy those blooms and send pictures in 

for Show and Tell! Make sure to include a plant and 

flower picture. If it’s a mini, you need to let us 

know as pictures make most things look the same 

size. 

 

Pam LaRocco, Plant Doctor 

pamlarocco@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Minutes  
 

Virtual Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: 23 People 

 

Minutes from the December 2020 meeting were 

approved by the membership. Treasurers Report 

was not available for the meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

 

President Jan Smith announced the recent loss of 

former member Terry Walters on Christmas Day 

and the loss of Linda Solley-Kanipe’s husband. A 

donation will be made to AOS on behalf of the club 

for Terry Walters. 

 

President Smith reminded people that annual dues 

are still being collected and each person can receive 

a new plant for paying their dues. We are ahead of 

last year in dues collection so the free plants have 

helped. 

 

Several people have not picked up their 2021 

project plants.  Coordinate with Jan Smith to pick 

them up.  

 

Awards from 2020 Show & Tell are also available 

from Jan Smith as well. 

 

President Jan gave a quick review of navigating our 

website since a few things have been added. 

 

Pam LaRocco quickly reviewed some of the rules 

for the updated Show and Tell Program and will 

discuss further at our next meeting . 

 

There is a monthly limit of 5 plants for Show and 

Tell. 

 

President Jan reminded members of Miami Valley 

Orchid Society (MVOS) virtual presentation 

presented by Dr. Clark Riley speaking on Terrestrial 

Orchids. 
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Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society is planning on a 

Valentines weekend show. Also KOS is still 

hopeful that we will have a show this September. 

 

New Business: 

 

Pam LaRocco will be our speaker in February. 

Speaking about Dendrobiums. She will also 

reminding us of updated rules for Show and Tell. 

 

Another Plant Auction will be held in February. 

Pam will organize photos, VP Deanna Day will 

record sales, and Sal Locascio will be auctioneer. 

More info to come by email. 

 

President Jan asked for volunteers to head up 

committee to co-chair our September Show. 

Contact her for more info. 

 

Also, a volunteer is needed to run our monthly plant 

raffle. Contact Jan if you are interested. 

 

Vice President Deanna Day introduced Jeanne 

Rhinehardt from The Native Orchid Preservation 

and Education Society speaking on Experiencing 

Native Orchids. Thank You Jeanine! 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Sal Locascio, Recording Secretary 

sallocascio48@gmail.com 

 

Show and Tell orchid judging via email, Pam 

LaRocco is the judge.   

 

KOS Show and Tell   
January 2021 

 

Topmiller 

 

1st Place -  Phal no name (burgundy/white); Heidi Boel  
 

2nd Place – Den. Buttercup; Jan Smith 

 

 

Fanelli 

 

1st Place – Paph. Mele Moon; Ann-Marie 

Blancquaert-Bruyninckx 

 

2nd Place – Phal. spiceranum; Ann-Marie 

Blancquaert-Bruyninckx 

 

 

 

  
                                 Phal no name (burgundy/white) 

                                                              Heidi Boel 

 

 
                                                           Den. Buttercup  

                                                              Jan Smith 
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                                                   Paph. Mele Moon  

                      Ann-Marie Blancquaert-Bruyninckx 

 

 

                                                                Phal. spiceranum 

                            Ann-Marie Blancquaert-Bruyninckx 

 

 

                                                    Phrag. St. Quen 

                                                    Dick Humke 

 

                                                      Phal. unknown 

                                              Suzanne Spencer 

 

 

                        Phal. Yaphon Pink Bee Sweetheart 

                                                          Jim Lardner 

 

 

                                      Blc. Marcella Koss Pink Marvel 

                                                                    Sal Locasio 



 

                                                          Den. Pink Sparkle 

                                                            Pam LaRocco 

 

  
                    Ett. Volcano Trick ‘Volcano Queen’ 

                                                             Jan Smith 

 

                               Lc. Irene Newman NN 

                                      Tetyana Schroeder 

 

 
                                                                       Paph. Dr. Toot 

                                 Ann-Marie Blancquaert-Bruyninckx 

 

 

There are sooo many beautiful orchids in the Show 

and Tells to see please check out the KOS website 

to see them all! 

 

 

 

Visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society  
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FEBRUARY ORCHID CARE CALENDAR 

Compiled by Dixie McCulloch, a longtime KOS 

member who joined in 1988. 

 

Temperature Range (F) Days Nights 

Cool house 55 50 

Intermediate house 61-65 59-61 

Warm house 70 66-70 

During February, rapid temperature changes in the 

greenhouse can take place during the day due to 

increased sun intensity as it moves north, but 

nighttime temperature can still drop sharply. (This 

is true for windowsill growers also.) The foliage is 

still soft after the dull days and the increase in 

sunlight should help to strengthen it. If you cannot 

keep the temperature up to the indicated level at 

night, decrease the humidity by cutting down on 

watering a little, or only water part of the 

greenhouse at a time. 

During the middle or end of the month, as soon as 

sunny days prevail, begin applying shading. Plants 

hardest hit by too much sun are thin or soft-leaf 

plants like: Miltonia, Phalaenopsis, Paphiopedilum, 

Lycaste, and others. Keep plenty of air circulation 

in the greenhouse at all times; ventilate the growing 

area when the weather permits during these cold 

months. Fresh air is important to plants. This will 

stop Botrytis to some extent and you will not have 

as much trouble with rot. A good fungicide and 

bactericide applied regularly will keep Botrytis and 

other rot problems in check. Some good ones are: 

Captan WP l tbs/gal; Banrot WP 1 tsp/gal; Physan 1 

tsp/gal. 

Cattleya and Laelia: Watch the root tips and new 

roots, and if tips are green increase the water. They 

are starting active growth and new shoots (growths) 

should be starting to appear. As daylight hours 

increase, towards the end of the month, more water 

will be needed. An occasional fertilizer treatment is 

appropriate for these robust orchids, even though 

temperature and light conditions are not ideal. 

Watch for signs of buds rising in the sealed sheaths; 

sometimes it is necessary to slit open a sheath to 

reduce pressure on the emerging buds or to allow 

accumulated condensation (possible result when 

temperatures are fluctuating) to dissipate. Use a 

sterile blade to slit open a sheath. 

Paphiopedilum: If plants are not in bud or bloom 

this would be the ideal time to repot. After they 

have been repotted, they should be shaded a little 

more until new growth starts. They can be repotted 

at other times without harm to the plant, but because 

of less root activity at the time it would be more 

ideal. Plants should have sufficient water to keep 

moist. Water all plants in the morning so they have 

time to dry before night. 

Phalaenopsis: Add a weak fertilizer solution to the 

watering schedule this month; be careful not to 

splatter the flowers or they will stain. As with any 

orchid, do not fertilize a dry pot. 

Dendrobiums: The deciduous types, which have 

been resting, will now begin to show their flower 

nodes. Therefore, they will now need more water 

and fresh air. Watch for flower buds on Den. 

aggregatum, Den. nobile hybrids, Den superbum 

(now Den anosum), and other deciduous 

Dendrobium species and hybrids. These all seem to 

have longer lasting flowers when exposed to cooler 

night temperature as the blooms open and mature. 

For example, the modern Dendrobium nobile 

hybrids from Japan tolerate nighttime temperatures 

in the low 60s with the result that the flowers 

remain in perfect condition for a month or more. 

Continue to protect evergreen-type Dendrobiums 

from low temperatures that may cause leaf loss. 

Odontoglossum and Miltonia: Crispum type 

Odonts and Miltonias are in growth or spike now, 

so they need more water. Stake the spikes to 

achieve the ideal presentation of the developing 

flowers. Apply a week liquid fertilizer treatment 

just before the flowers begin to appear. 

Oncidiums: If your plants are in growth with active 

root action, or in spike, keep watered. 

Vanda and Ascocenda: They require plenty of 

light, moderately warm temperature, day and night, 

and keep them well watered. You could place them 



high up and on the south side of the greenhouse to 

accomplish this. 

Masdevallia: You can still repot your plants this 

month, as long as the weather stays cool. Keep them 

cool, around 45 degrees both day and night, with 

plenty of air circulation and water. 

Species: As a general rule, if they are in growth, 

keep them watered. You can tell this if you check 

the roots. Those on slabs need more water because 

they tend to dry out faster. 

Information for these culture calendars is taken 

from The AOS Bulletin, Orchid Digest, a book 

Orchids and How to Grow Them by Gloria Jean 

Sessler, The Great Lakes Judging Center 

Newsletter, The Score Sheet and some of my own 

experiences. 

 


