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Happy New Year Everyone! 

It is time to pay your dues!! See Linda Solley-Kanipe. 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Gloria Teague, glorchid@iglou.com  

 

The President’s Corner 
 

Happy New Year, friends!  As this year comes to an 

end, I am sure that many of you, like me, are 

looking forward to 2021. The last year has been a 

rocky one in so many ways and I certainly hope that 

next year will bring a return to normalcy, including 

for the Kentucky Orchid Society. 

 

Many of you were able to join me and your other 

orchid friends at our Holiday meeting on December 

9. It was nice to look back on the things we have 

accomplished during this year despite the 

challenges it brought. I also enjoyed honoring 

members for their accomplishments in growing 

such beautiful orchids and thanking everyone who 

helped to make this year a success for KOS. Check 

out the minutes from that meeting (included in this 

newsletter) and the website (kyorchidsociety.com) 

to learn who was honored. While you are at it, 

check out all the Show and Tell competitions, the 

orchid display competition, and the 2019 club 

project, all included on the website! And send me 

photos of your plants as they bloom to enter into 

Show and Tell.  I’ve asked Pam to outline the new 

Show and Tell rules for 2021 for your reference. If 

you can let me know if your plant is a miniature or 

standard size orchid, that would be great.  A close 

up of the bloom and a picture of the entire plant  

 

 

make it easier for the judges as they award points to 

these plants. 

 

January always brings challenges for orchid 

growers in keeping orchids happy and healthy. 

Many of those challenges have to do with the dry 

air in our homes at this time of year. My dear 

husband, John, has penned an article discussing the 

science surrounding humidity. I hope you enjoy it 

(including his humor!). 

 

Deanna will tell you about our speaker for January. 

We have plans for another orchid auction in 

February and are going to try to have a virtual 

orchid raffle monthly. If you are computer savvy 

and are interested in being involved in this effort, 

send me an email and I will discuss my ideas about 

how this might be accomplished. I need 2-3 people 

to be involved in setting up and running the raffle. 

 

Finally, if you have not as yet picked up your Club 

Project plant for 2020, drop me an email and we can 

set up a time for you to come and get your plant. 

Once you have paid your dues, you have adopted a 

plant! They are tucked away in my greenhouse at  
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present, but would love to move to their new 

homes, I’m sure! 

 

Jan Smith, President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

 

The Vice President’s Corner 
 

Greetings from the Vice President: 

Greetings to all and I hope you had a good Holiday. 

2021 is coming fast and I sure hope we will be able 

to meet in person!   

 

PLEASE NOTE:  our January meeting will be on 

Tuesday, January 12 - one day prior to our usual 

meeting day.  We did this in order to accommodate 

our speaker.  Our speaker will be Jeanne Rhinehart 

from the Native Orchid Preservation Society and 

the Miami Valley Orchid Society.  

  

Jeanne is a retired Ohio teacher with certification in 

Biology, General Science, Math and Computer 

Science and has taught middle school, high school, 

and community college. She got her interest in 

orchids from her parents who were florists in 

Cincinnati. She is an avid gardener and orchid 

grower. She and her husband are members of 

various societies including Greater Cincinnati 

Orchid Society, Miami Valley Orchid Society, 

Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens, the Nature 

Conservatory, Lloyds Library and Ohio Natural 

Areas and Preserves Association.  She is one of the 

3 founding members of the Native Orchid 

Preservation and Education Society. 

 

Jeanne will speak to us about "Experiencing Native 

Orchids". This presentation covers a large group of 

native orchids including those in Kentucky and 

some surrounding states. Most of the states have 

around 50 native orchid varieties  (KY 48, OH 51). 

 In addition to telling us about native orchids, 

Jeanne will also tell us a little about orchid 

conservation and what her group is doing.  It 

promises to be very interesting.   

 

Please join us on Tuesday, January 12!  Jan has 

provided the link to the meeting.  If any of you have 

questions about using Zoom, please contact Jan or 

myself and we will try to help you.  We want 

everyone to enjoy our meetings even though we 

can't yet meet in person.   

 

Deanna Day, Vice President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com  

 

Show and Tell 
 

Hi friends! We had so much fun this year with our 

virtual Show and Tell. There were so many 

beautiful plants. The number of participants was 

great, especially all the beginners!  Thanks so much 

for submitting the beautiful pictures of your orchids. 

Many of them came with an historical “bio” too 

which were fun to read. I was so glad that this new 

program worked so well.  We will be continuing in 

this virtual format in 2021 until we can all meet in 

person and enjoy these beauties, up close and 

personal!  

 

Congratulations to all the 2020 participants who 

won ribbons in their categories. (see December 

Meeting Minutes for winners). Many thanks to 

Debbie Hanna who shared the “judging” 

responsibility with me.  

 

We did learn some things along the way and feel 

that there are some little tweaks that can make 

Show and Tell better and make the competition 

more equitable for all who participate.  They are as 

follows: 

 

Entries of participant into categories: Beginner, 

Intermediate, and Experienced will be limited to 5 

plants per participant each month. Please select your 

best 5! If you have additional plant photos (or plants 

when we finally get together) that you wish to share 

with the group, please do put them in the Exhibit 

Only category. 

 

If you won a blue in a category this year, please 

enter your plants in the next category.  Example: If 

you won the Blue in Beginners, you would enter the 

Intermediate Category in 2021. 
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You may enter a plant for judging only 1 time in a 

blooming season. Make sure you get your photo at 

the plant’s peak of performance. 

 

Attempt to get the very best photo possible.  No 

filters or special affects please.  These really make 

judging difficult and sometimes have actually 

negatively impacted the point scoring. 

 

This year we will be talking about a few plants each 

virtual KOS meeting to increase educational 

opportunities 

 

Lastly, we would like to add a couple additional 

“judges” to our team.  We meet virtually to award 

plants points as soon as photo intake is closed. If 

you would like to participate, please email me at 

pamlarocco@hotmail.com or txt to 502-664-2355. 

I’ll get with you and fill you in on the details. 

 

Again, thanks so much for participating! You did 

such a fantastic job.  

 

Pam LaRocco, Plant Doctor 

pamlarocco@hotmail.com  

 

From the Treasurer 
 

KOS members:  

 

It’s been a crazy year and we have all missed 

getting to see each other in person at our Monthly 

Meetings.  However, we have had some great Zoom 

meetings and have been able to continue to learn 

about orchids.  Our Zoom meetings will continue 

until it’s safe to get together again.  I hope more of 

you will participate in our virtual meetings.  In the 

meantime, I would like to remind everyone who 

hasn’t renewed their membership that we would 

love for you to do so.  Our income has been 

significantly reduced since we were unable to 

participate in the Locust Grove Gardener’s Fair, our 

Annual Show and even our monthly raffles.  We 

still have fixed expenses and our dues will help 

keep us afloat until things get back to “normal”.   

 

Wishing everyone a Happy (and normal) New Year. 

 

Linda Solley-Kanipe, Treasurer 

lindasolleyk@hotmail.com  

 

Minutes  
 

Virtual Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order on December 8, 

2020 at 6:30 pm. A motion was made, seconded and 

approved for acceptance of the minutes for the 

November KOS meeting without changes.  There 

were approximately 14 members participating on 

line. Treasurers Report approved by the 

membership.  

 

Old Business: 

 

The Slate of officers for 2021 was presented to the 

membership by email and approved by the 

membership. 

 

President Jan Smith presented a review of our 

activities from 2020. 

 

January:  New Show and Tell Program started and a 

presentation by Brian Spitler on Dendrobiums was 

given. 

 

February:  Pam LaRocco presented information on 

preparing Plants to be in Shows, the Society had a 

display in the Miami Valley and 13 ribbons were 

awarded and also in the Greater Cincinnati Orchid 

Society Show and were awarded 11 ribbons.  We 

also participated in the annual Home, Garden, and 

Remodeling Show and earned a profit of $1023.46. 

 

March: Speaker was Mark Hinshaw 

 

April:  No Meeting 

 

May:  Speaker Doug Martin spoke on Orchid 

Pollinators. President Jan Smith put on a repotting 

video for the Main Library to use. 
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June:  Our first Zoom Meeting and speaker Peter 

Lin on Mini Catts. 

 

July:  Member Stephen Benjamin spoke on 

Mounting your Orchids. 

 

August:  Speaker Larry Zettler did a presentation on 

Cuban orchids and the Ghost Orchid. 

 

September:  Speaker Sam Tsui speaking on Paphs. 

and the club first virtual plant auction earning $747. 

 

October:  Speaker Fred Clark talking on being an 

80% grower. 

 

November:  Speaker Kristen Uthus talking on Mini 

Catts. and Honey I shrunk the Orchids. 

 

December:  President Jan Smith presented Growing 

Orchids to the Jefferson City Master Gardner Club 

and our annual Awards evening for 2020. 

 

The 2020 KOS award winners: 

 

Show &Tell Standards and Minis:  Jim Topmiller 

and Clara Fanelli Awards were given to Ann Marie 

Blancquaert. 

 

The Henrietta Japs awarded was to Michelle Gross 

(Berry) and Debbie Hanna for members who 

provided outstanding service to the Society. 

. 

Awards for Show and Tell Annual Winners: 

 

Beginners Category:  1
st
 Place Janet Crafts, Tie for 

2
nd

 Place Karen Bloom and Deanna Day.  

 

Intermediate Category:  1
st
 Place Gloria Teague, 2

nd
 

Place Linda Solley-Kanipe, and 3
rd

 Place Heidi 

Boel.  

 

Experienced Growers:  1
st
 Place Ann Marie 

Blancquaert, 2
nd

 Place Jan Smith, and 3
rd 

Place 

Carla Cates. 

Awards for the first ever Member Display Contest 

for 2020 are: (Items are pictured on our Website.) 

 

Honorable Mention, Danetta Willias 

 

3
rd

 Place, Tetanya Schroeder 

 

2
nd

 Place, Kathy Revell 

 

1
st
 Place, Ann Marie Blancquaert-Bruyninckx 

 

1
st
 Place Collectable, Ann Marie Blancquaert-

Bruyninckx 

 

Lastly, the winner of the yearly plant growing of the 

Den. Buttercup is Michelle Gross (Berry). 

 

Congratulations and thank you all for your 

participation in this year’s contests. 

 

New Business: 

  

President Jan Smith thought that our Speaker for 

January will be Jeanine Rhinehardt.  She reminded 

us that the New Show and Tell for 2021 starts next 

month. Also, we are possibly going to have another 

Plant Auction early in 2021 as well as a virtual 

Raffle table Program. 

 

Sal Locascio, Recording Secretary 

sallocascio48@gmail.com 
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KOS Display 2020 Competition 

 

 
             Honorable Mention, Danetta Willias 

 

 
3

rd
 Place, Tetanya Schroeder 
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st
 Place Collectable, Ann Marie Blancquaert-

Bruyninckx   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kyorchidsociety.com/


Humidity 

 

Do you suffer from dry skin in the winter?  If so, it probably has to do with the low humidity in your house. 

Humidity is a measure of the amount of water in the air.  A cubic meter of air at 86 degrees Fahrenheit can hold 

up to 30 grams of water but only 5 grams at 32 degrees.  When the air temperature rises the air holds more 

water because more water is in its vapor form.  When the temperature falls air holds less water because the 

water at cooler temperatures is in the liquid form and has already fallen to the ground in the form of the recent 

rain, dew or snow.  That is why when it is hot and a cold front moves in, or visa versa, we usually get dew or 

rain. Also, in the summer, the sun’s heat causes water to evaporate from our lakes and rivers and the summer air 

can hold a lot of water vapor. In the winter, less evaporation occurs.   

 

Also, in the winter you heat your house and, unless you have an indoor lake or a good humidifier, there is little 

or no water to evaporate.  Gas and electric furnaces reduce humidity with dry heat.  The relative humidity of the 

now-heated-winter-air falls.  Now when we talk about relative humidity we are not talking about your Aunt 

Tillie’s perspiration.   Relative humidity is a measure of the amount of water vapor in the air as a percentage of 

what that air could hold at that specific temperature.  So, at 32 degrees air could hold 5 grams of water vapor 

and would have a relative humidity of 100%.  If you take that 32-degree air and heat it up to 86 degrees that air 

would still only have 5 grams of water and the relative humidity would now be about 16% (5 grams is 1/6
th

 or 

about 16% of the 30 grams of water vapor 86-degree air could hold).  

 

Now think how your orchids must feel.  Most of the orchids you are growing come from areas of the world that 

are warm with relatively high humidity.  The Phalaenopsis species originated from South-East Asia, Australia 

and the Philippines. Manila, in the Philippines, as I am writing this article, has a temperature of 80 degrees and 

the humidity is 86% (about 23 grams of water per cubic meter).  Cattleya orchids, native to the tropical 

Americas, and apparently Carla’s house, grow best when the the temperature ranges from 60 to 85 degrees and 

the humidity oscillates between 40% and 70%.  This would equate to air holding between a low of 8 grams and 

a high of 21 grams of water per cubic meter.  As I write this article, the temperature in Louisville is 39 degrees 

and the relative humidity is 68%.  That means the outside air holds about 6 grams of water per cubic meter. 

When your furnace heats it up the relative humidity is lower than that.  So, you have dry skin and your orchids 

are not getting the humidity they need. 

  

Here are some ways to increase the humidity in your house. I know you are just itching to try some of them: 

1. Invest in a humidifier or steam vaporizer. Locate it near your orchid grow area to help out your plants.  

2. Put open containers of water around the house. The water will evaporate and add to the humidity. 

Humidity trays under your plants will increase the humidity significantly in the area around the orchid. 

You can get to the 40-60% humidity goal that the orchids enjoy with these trays. 

3. Heat water on the stove top when you are at home.  

4. Leave the bathroom and shower door open when you shower, or at least after you finish. 

5. Hang-dry your laundry indoors. 

6. Create an indoor fountain/water feature. Your orchids will enjoy growing near such a feature. 

  

Try these remedies and both you and your orchids will find some relief.  Warmer weather and spring showers 

will ultimately solve the problem, but they need to survive until then and will be healthier when spring comes. 

  

          --John Roberts 

 

 

 

 


