
 

Orchid News 

Kentucky Orchid Society, Inc. 

August 2020 

Louisville, KY 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Gloria Teague, glorchid@iglou.com  

 

The President’s Corner 
 

Hello orchid friends, 

 

I hope everyone has used some of their free time 

resulting from social distancing to learn more about 

growing beautiful orchids. It is gratifying to see 

how many societies and growers have been willing 

to share their knowledge with us. We will continue 

to bring you educational orchid opportunities from 

the very supportive orchid community, as we learn 

of them. 

 

Deanna will fill you in on the presentation that has 

been arranged for August.  

 

In September we hope to share a presentation by 

Cordelia Head of J&L Orchids in Easton, 

Connecticut. She specializes in miniatures, though 

we do not yet have a title for her talk.  

 

In October, we will have a discussion on Slipper 

Orchids from Sam Tsui, who is offering a 10% 

discount on any orchid order placed within 2 wks 

before his presentation and one week later. Our 

speaker's fee will be waived if we order (as a group) 

at least $750 in plants. Please help support this 

outstanding grower, learn about slippers from an 

expert, and save our club some money! I will send 

out more information as we approach the time of his 

presentation. I will be glad to arrange a group order 

to save ourselves postage. The orchids can be 

delivered to my home and I will arrange for them to 

be placed outdoors on my covered deck, so that you 

can come by and pick them up and yet keep a social 

distance. I am willing to do this for any other group 

orders that we might place-just let me know. 

 

November will bring a talk from Kristin Uthus, who 

many of you will remember from several of our 

shows, where she has been a vendor. December is 

still open. 

 

The KOS Board met last week and there are several 

important announcements. 

 

1. Immanuel Church of Christ has notified us that 

they are not ready to open to any outside groups for 

meetings. The board has determined that, in view of 

the ongoing threat of the Corona virus, we will not 

plan to resume in person meetings at any time in the 

foreseeable future. We have no plans to 

resume monthly meetings in 2020 and will make a 

decision regarding when to begin "in person" 

meetings as the public health situation warrants. We 

are concerned not only about our safety, our 

inability to meet at the church, and the current ban 

on group meetings of >10 people, but also the legal 

responsibilities involved with the risk of infection. 
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This does not mean that we will not still be a viable 

society, but things will be different for awhile, as 

they are in almost every aspect of our lives. 

 

2. Likewise, we have cancelled our fall show and 

sale that was scheduled for October 23-25.� 

 

3. On a more positive note, the board is considering 

the possibility of hosting a virtual orchid auction. 

We have several plants that we had planned to use 

for the raffle, some left from the Home and Garden 

Show (some of which are already in spike) and 

perhaps could get some donations from members 

who are ready to share what they have been 

growing. We have discussed a Zoom 

meeting format or a virtual silent auction via our 

website. It would be more fun to do this in person, 

but this should also be fun! We will discuss this 

more at our monthly Zoom meeting on August 12. 

If you have any suggestions or favor one format 

over the other, feel free to email me with your 

ideas! We are tentatively thinking about holding 

this in September. 

 

I will be sending out information on how to join a 

Zoom meeting since I would like to see more of you 

at the monthly meetings. If you already feel 

comfortable with the technology, just ignore the 

email. If you need more one-on-one help, let me 

know.  We have people who have PCs, Macs, and 

mobile devices who can give one-on-one info. 

 

Jan Smith, President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

 

The Vice President’s Corner 
 

Greetings From the Vice President: 

I hope you are all well and spending as much time 

as you can with your orchids.  I know I, for one, am 

grateful that I have them.  They are keeping my 

busy and giving me lots of pleasure.   

 

Our speaker for the August 12 Zoom meeting is 

Larry Zettler and the topic for his presentation is 

"Ongoing and previous research in S Florida and/or 

Cuba".  This topic seemed particularly pertinent 

since there is an article about this in the current 

Orchids magazine.  Larry provided the following 

bio in order to give you an idea of his background.   

 

Dr. Lawrence (Larry) W. Zettler was raised in 

north-central Florida, near Gainesville.  After 

earning his B.S. degree from the University of 

Florida (1987), Larry earned his Ph.D. in Plant 

Physiology from Clemson University in 1994 where 

he developed a protocol for  

propagating Platanthera integrilabia from seed 

using a fungus (= symbiotic germination) that he 

later described as a new species.   

 

In 1996, he established Illinois College’s Orchid 

Recovery Program that enlists the help of 

undergraduate college students to conserve rare 

species throughout the United States and around the 

world.  The first species he studied at Illinois 

College was the U.S. Federally threatened Eastern 

Prairie Fringed Orchid, Platanthera leucophaea.  

Since that time, 100+ undergraduate students have 

studied other rare orchids in the Midwest, as well as 

Florida, Hawaii, the Caribbean, and South 

America.  During 2012-2017, he collaborated with 

researchers from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 

in England to conserve rare orchids of Madagascar.  

He is currently collaborating with researchers at the 

Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 

studying orchids in the Republic of Palau (W 

Pacific).   

 

He has authored/co-authored 56 peer-reviewed 

scientific publications, three book chapters, and 

illustrated two books in color including 

Dragonflies of North America (Scientific 

Publishers, 2000) depicting 167 species.  His  

research with students has been publicized 

regionally, nationally and internationally by the 

news media (e.g., National Public Radio, 

Huffington Post, Radio Havana Cuba, Honolulu 

Star Advertiser, CBS Miami, National 

Geographic).   
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He and his wife, Dr. Elizabeth Rellinger Zettler, and 

their daughter, Audrey, enjoy quiet home life with 

their menagerie of pets and plants.        

 

I sincerely hope to see all of you on the Zoom 

meeting on August 12.  

  

Deanna Day, Vice President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com  

 

A Note from our Plant Dr. 
 

Though these would be good for an education blurb. 

 

Ctsm. Dark Odyssey.  This plant made both Male 

and female blooms this summer. 3 female at the 

base of the spike and 7 male. 

 

The female is the strange helmet shaped flower. The 

other pretty one, the male. 

 

Don't be startled if you see misshapen blooms, odd 

colors, or some dark purplish pigment. We've been 

experiencing a lot of days over 90 degrees which 

often creates these abnormalities.  

 

And if something is going to flower and you really 

want to see it, bring it inside. The slugs and snails 

are bad this season and will strip the buds or flowers 

off. I have a newly open psychosis bloom with one 

and 1/2 petals. That was all that was left after one 

evening. The Japanese beetles find Cattleya flowers 

irresistible! 

 

Happy Growing! 

 

Pam LaRocco 

pamlarocco@hotmail.com  

 

 
 

 

female 

 

 
male 

 

Minutes  
 

We had no minutes because of the meeting 

cancellation due to the Coronavirus-19 closures. 

 

Show and Tell orchid judging via email, Pam 

LaRocco is the judge.   

 

Show and Tell  KOS 
July 2020 

 

TOPMLLER 

 

1
st
 Place - vanda [V.] testacea – Carla Cates 

 

2
nd

 Place - bulbophyllum [Bulb.] bicolor – Karen 

Bloom 
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2
nd

 Place - bulbophyllum [Bulb.] lasiochilum – Jan 

Smith 

 

 
vanda [V.] testacea – Carla Cates 

 

 
bulbophyllum [Bulb.] lasiochilum – Jan Smith 

 

FANELLI 

 

1
st
 Place - coelogyne [Coel.] pandurata – Gwen 

Hartman 

 

2
nd

 Place - vanda unknown – Gloria Teague 

 

 
coelogyne [Coel.] pandurata – Gwen Hartman 

 

 
vanda unknown – Gloria Teague 

 

 

 

There are sooo many beautiful orchids in the Show 

and Tells to see please forgive me for not being able 

to show them all.  Check out the KOS website to 

see them all! 

 

 

 

Visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society  
 

http://www.kyorchidsociety.com/

