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The President’s Corner 
 

Hello orchid friends, 

 

As I told you in a recent e-mail, KOS is going to 

have a virtual meeting on June 10, the date of our 

usual "in person" meeting.  In order to have both a 

business meeting and an educational presentation, 

we will have a two part meeting (one for business 

matters and one for the speaker's presentation). 

Please note that we will start a little earlier than 

usual. 

 

At 6 pm, we will begin with the business meeting 

on Zoom. We will have 40 minutes to complete the 

business meeting. We would love to see as many of 

our members as possible. It won't be quite the social 

gathering that we usually have and you will have to 

supply your own snacks, but it will give us a chance 

to interact and catch up a bit. In order to join this 

portion of the meeting, you need to download the 

Zoom application to your computer, iPad or phone. 

You will click on the link below and enter the 

password when you are asked. I made the password 

as easy as possible (It is 000000). You will enter a 

waiting room and I will admit you to the meeting. 

Jan Smith, President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

Login information for Doug's presentation:  

 

Janet Smith is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 

meeting. 

 

Topic: Janet Smith's Zoom Meeting-KOS June 

2020 business meeting 

Time: Jun 10, 2020 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US 

and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2539861737?pwd=L0d

PcUkybmh6dHdOS0FsNUJhSFM4QT09 

 

Meeting ID: 253 986 1737 

Password: 000000 

 

After the business meeting ends, you will need to go 

to the NEXT Zoom meeting. You will be joining 

Miami Valley's monthly meeting which will be in 

progress.  At 7 pm, their meeting will switch to a 

presentation by Peter Lin on miniature Cattleyas. 

Peter was scheduled to be our "in person" speaker 

for this month, until Covid forced us to meet in 

other ways. 
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To join the Zoom presentation by Peter, click on 

this link after our business meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81996680033 

 Meeting ID: 819 9668 0033 

or call :   Dial by your location (time zone) 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

No password is needed for this meeting. You may 

be joining during the Miami Valley business 

meeting. Peter's presentation will follow. Be 

patient! I expect that it will be a very good 

discussion of miniature Cattleyas. If the Zoom 

format works, we may be using it in the future as 

needed while Covid has us keeping away from each 

other. 

The Cincinnatti Judging Center has been shut down 

by Covid, but is re-opening with some new rules. 

They will have a judging day on June 14, so if you 

have a beauty that you want judged, you can take it 

to the center that day.  

 

CINCINNATI JUDGING CENTER UPDATE: 

 

Cincinnati Judging Center June 14th Judging 

 

AOS judging will resume June 14th at the Civic 

Garden Center with social distancing in place. 

Plants for judging can be brought to the center after 

12:30. There will be no lunch or training. 

EVERYONE MUST WEAR MASKS TO ENTER. 

The general public may bring plants to be judged 

and attend but will not be seated with the judges to 

observe the actual judging. 

 

Lets get all those beautiful orchids to judging and 

support the Judging Center! For more information: 

 

https://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-

calendar/2020/2020-01/cincinnati-judging-

center.aspx 

 

 

The Vice President’s Corner 
 

Hello KOS Friends, 

 

As you all know from the information that Jan 

provided, our June meeting will be "virtual" on 

Zoom.  She has provided all the instructions.  

   

Our speaker for this meeting is Peter Lin.  Peter 

started growing orchids over 35 years ago.  He took 

a long hiatus while he went to school and began his 

career and about 15 years ago was once again bitten 

by the orchid "bug".  He is now heavily involved 

once again.  He is an accredited judge with the AOS 

and a hybridizer of mini Cattleyas.  He enjoys 

meeting with other orchid enthusiasts and can often 

be found at various orchid shows and societies 

around the country.   

 

Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to 

specialize in miniature orchids, both species and 

hybrids, and has received numerous AOS awards. 

His interests in orchids include Dendrobiums, 

Angraecoins and Neofinetias.   He is also known as 

"Mr. Spohrinitis" as he has a passion for growing 

and collecting them.  He maintains a collection of a 

thousand of more orchids at his home in Southern 

California in 3 small greenhouses, outdoors and in 

an offsite greenhouse.   

 

I hope you are all looking forward to our meeting as 

much as I am.  It will be great to see everyone, even 

if it's only on Zoom.   

 

I hope this finds everyone safe, healthy and happy! 

 

Deanna Day, Vice President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com  
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Minutes  
 

We had no minutes because of the meeting 

cancellation due to the Coronavirus-19 closures. 

 

Show and Tell orchid judging via email, Pam 

LaRocco is the judge.  The May Show and Tell 

winners will be published in the July newsletter. 

 

 

Visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society  
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Please enjoy this article 

on seasonal orchid care 

from the AOS: 

Monthly 

Checklist for 

May and June 

Cattleya 

The last of the spring-flowering types -- those that 

flower from a ripened hard pseudobulb -- will be 

finishing, while the first summer-blooming types 

will be showing buds on their rapidly growing, soft 

pseudobulbs. Both may need potting, as signaled by 

deteriorating mix, this month. The spring bloomers 

present no problems, as you will be dealing with 

fully ripe, well-hardened pseudobulbs. They will be 

ready to root on the mature front pseudobulb and 

will establish quickly. The summer bloomers, will 

be brittle and may be in bud. Nonetheless, 

experienced growers know that unless potted now, 

they may not root later, as this type tends to be 

seasonal in its rooting behavior. Stake the lead 

growth to avoid breakage. May can still present 

some changing light conditions that can lead to 

burning of the foliage if the plants have not been 

properly acclimatized. Allow them to build up their 

tolerance to higher light gradually. Changing light 

and temperatures can also be the source of some 

frustration when trying to determine when plants 

need watering. While cattleyas will be entering into 

a period of rapid growth starting this month, they 

have still not built up sufficient momentum to be 

significantly slowed by your missing a day or two 

of watering owing to dark weather. As always, it is 

safer to err on the dry side than on the wet. It is 

important, though, especially to the summer 

bloomers. Too much shade will cause rapidly 

developing inflorescences to droop unattractively. 

  

Cattleya purpurata, formerly in the genus Laelia, is 

without a doubt one of the most stately orchids to bloom 

in this season. © G. Allikas 

  

  

Paphiopedilum 

The Paphiopedilum Maudiae types will be well into 

their season now, so a careful eye should be used 

toward staking. Do not be too anxious to stake, 

however. Many of this type, if staked too soon, will 



develop nodding flowers that do not face the 

observer. It is better to allow the flowers to ripen 

naturally, then support the spike right below the 

ovary for best display. This is especially common in 

Paphiopedilum fairrieanum-derived hybrids. If you 

have to do something when you first see the 

emerging spikes, just put the stake in the pot next to 

the spiking growth. Not only will this help you, but 

you will be able to see where the spikes are, so you 

can continue to pay attention to their development. 

The multifloral types will be entering their most 

active growth phase, so lots of light, water and 

fertilizer are called for to mature their large 

growths. Many will be spiking in the next couple of 

months, so be on the lookout for the emerging 

inflorescences. These may benefit from earlier 

staking than most, as the inflorescences grow so 

quickly in some cases that they can be quite soft. 

Again, best support is right below the ovary of the 

first flower. This will allow the most natural 

presentation of the blooms. 

  
  

 

Paphiopedilum Maudiae types may need staking for best 

presentation 

 

Phalaenopsis 

Except for the latest-spiking plants, all phalaenopsis 

should be ready for potting or already potted. 

Because phalaenopsis are tropical plants, they tend 

to be seasonal in their rooting behavior. The critical 

point for potting is when new roots emerge from the 

base of the plant. This is absolutely the best time to 

repot a phalaenopsis. The summer-flowering types, 

based on Doritis background, have ideally already 

been potted and are becoming freshly established, 

ready to support their soon-to-emerge spikes for the 

summer season. Phalaenopsis potted at the right 

point in their growth cycle will reestablish almost 

immediately, with fresh roots growing into the new 

medium nearly uninterrupted. As soon as the flush 

of new root growth is seen, begin regular watering 



and fertilizing to make maximum use of the major 

growing season. Do not get over-exuberant with 

your watering, though, allowing water to splash 

between plants. This can be a source of infection for 

both water-borne pathogens and viral 

contamination. Phalaenopsis are much more 

susceptible to virus than was previously thought. 

Take extra care to keep your collection free of 

bacterial and viral problems, which you can 

accomplish by maintaining a clean growing area. 

  

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this 

essay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

  


