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The President’s Corner 
 

I’ll bet that everyone joins me in saying welcome to 

Spring! March 21 is the official first day and 

hopefully there will be more sun shining in March 

than there has been in February! I know that my 

plants seem to be just “holding on” waiting for that 

spring sunshine and warmth. 

 

The Kentucky Orchid Society has had a very busy 

couple of weeks since we last met in February, and 

there is more yet to come! 

 

We sent 5 KOS members to the Mid-America 

Orchid Congress meeting in Dayton on February14-

16 and had 6 members attend the Dayton Society’s 

show. About 25 plants were registered in our 

display and we took home 13 ribbons!  You can go 

to the website and see pictures and the details of 

awards. Many thanks to Pam LaRocco and Gloria 

Teague for putting together a beautiful display.  The 

group who attended the Mid-America meeting 

learned a good deal about the organization and what 

it can do for us as a society.  

 

We are also putting in a display at the Greater 

Cincinnati Orchid Society Spring Show. Gloria 

Teague and Carla Cates will be setting up the 

display and Pam LaRocco and Debbie Hanna will 

be dismantling it.  We hope to have multiple entries 

and look forward to success at this show as well. 

 

There have been many members working on the 

KOS booth at the Home, Garden and Remodeling 

Show coming up on February 28-March 1.  We 

have unpacked and cared for 150 orchids, set up the 

display and organized teams to work the booth and 

to welcome the visitors at the HG&R. We will be 

making two presentations to the public on orchid 

care at the show.  Hopefully we will be able to 

come to the March meeting with a report on a 

successful sale and on how many people we were 

able to educate about orchids. Please come and see 

us, even if you haven’t been able to commit to a 

shift. Members this year can purchase plants (at full 
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price) at the show. If there are plants remaining 

when the show is over, they will be available for 

sale to members at a discount. 

 

Speaking of the next meeting, we will be honored to 

have Michael Hinshaw from Indianapolis who will 

speak to us about growing Phaelanopsis.  He has 

had some spectacular displays of Phals. at the 

regional orchid society meetings.  He must be doing 

something special to get such beautiful results and 

I’m looking forward to hearing what he has to say! 

 

Please check out our website. We are making an 

effort to keep it current about what is coming up in 

the near future. Anne-Marie Blancquaert-

Bruyninckx has begun writing a periodic blog on 

topics directed ostensibly to the novice orchid 

grower, but I’m enjoying it as well!  We hope to 

have articles on items of interest to orchid growers 

sprinkled in with our usual blogs containing our 

newsletter information. See her first article at the 

end of this newsletter.  

 

Finally, please pay your dues if you have not as yet 

done so.  The dues help keep us solvent!  We would 

like to get the Society's membership list with 

contact information out to everyone and we would 

like it to be accurate with regard to membership. 

 

Jan Smith, President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

 

The Vice President’s Corner 
 

Our March meeting should be fun and interesting. 

Our speaker, Michael Hinshaw, will be talking 

about Phalaenopsis culture. 

 

Michael is a retired research chemist who has been 

growing orchids for more than 40 years.  During 

those years he has had the good fortune to receive 

around 30 AOS awards, half of which have been for 

Phalaenopsis.  He has a small green house and light 

room with about 1200 plants, and does his own 

tissue culturing at home.  He enjoys putting up 

displays at the spring orchid shows in Indiana and 

Ohio and uses Phalaenopsis as the backbone of his 

displays. 

Michael will bring some plants for sale.  He told me 

that he is not a commercial grower and does not sell 

plants to make money.  He buys a lot of flasks each 

year and normally sells things at his cost.  Like 

most of us, he just doesn’t have enough space and 

can't grow everything to maturity.   The plants will 

be Paph., Phrag., Catt., and Tolumnia seedlings and 

compots along with a few stem propagations of his 

awarded Phals.  Many of the plants are going to be a 

few years away from blooming.  I'm sure there will 

be time to talk to Michael and determine which 

plants you may want to purchase.   

 

All of us probably have at least a Phal. or two, but 

whether you consider yourself a Phal. grower or 

not, I think you'll enjoy our speaker.   We hope to 

see you at the meeting!   

 

Deanna Day, Vice President 

Deanna7736@yahoo.com  

 

Minutes  
 

The Kentucky Orchid Society monthly meeting held 

at the Immanuel United Church of Christ at 7:00 

pm.   

 

There were 35 members present. Welcome to two 

new visitors. The Treasurer’s financial report was 

presented and approved.  Meeting minutes were 

approved by the members.  

 

Old Business 
 

President Jan Smith updated our upcoming Fall 

Show.  A firm date of October 23-25 has been 

selected and we have verbal commitments from 

vendors Russ Vernon, Barry Jones, GraceLynn and 

Natt’s as attending vendors.  

 

Plant Doctor/Beginners corner will be available at 

each meeting when no speaker/vendor will be 

selling plants. Anne Marie Blancquaert held one 

before the meeting. 

Sal Locascio passed around a HG&R show sign-up 

sheet.  This year we will have a 30 ft. x 30 ft. booth. 
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Sal Locascio will co-chair and he is looking for 

another co-chair to assist. The Home, Garden and 

Remodeling Show is February 28, 29, and March 1. 

We will move all the flowers from David Easley’s 

house on Friday, February 28 at 9 am. We will have 

free entrance tickets for workers and Sal will pick-

up workers at Valu-City parking lot for each 3 hour 

session like last year.  There will be a separate area 

close by to the booth to store coats and overflow 

items. Please check your emails often to view the 

spreadsheet of workers times. 

 

The KOS has been invited to the Downtown Library 

for a HOW TO FEST to speak for 30 minutes about 

orchids. Interest level is high but it competes with 

Locust Grove. If interested in being the presenter let 

Jan know. 

 

Carla Cates updated club directory and will issue in 

March digitally and in print for those who need it. 

Sue Phillips was awarded a Bourbon Tumbler for 

growing/flowering the first Dendrobium Pink 

Sparkle from our Society project for 2019.  

Congrats Sue! 

  

The upcoming Indianapolis Orchid Society Show is 

April 18 -19.  We need a setup team. Also, we have 

an invitation to the upcoming Columbus Ohio 

Orchid Society Show, April 3-5.  More discussion 

needed.  The KOS is not going to the Columbus 

Orchid Society Show.  The  Locust Grove weekend 

show coming up on May 8-10. 

  

President Jan reminded all regarding 

MAOC/Dayton Show in February 14-16 followed 

by the Greater Cincinnati Orchid Society Spring 

Show later that month. Carla Cates, Gloria Teague, 

Pam LaRocco and Debbie Hanna will help with 

GCOS Spring Show.  Jan Smith, Gloria Teague, 

and Pam LaRocco volunteered to setup/teardown 

the KOS display at the Dayton Orchid Society 

Show.  The Mid-America Orchid Congress is 

offering $500 scholarship to our Society to offset 

the weekend expenses of those attending the 

MAOC show. 

 

Michelle Gross has volunteered to handle our 

Website updates and Twitter account. 

 

Jan Smith reminded folks about upcoming Intro of 

USPS Orchid stamps in the near future. 

 

In honor of member Mary Hedman’s passing the 

KOS made a donation in her honor to AOS. 

 

The Society purchased, “Growing your first 

Orchid”, which members can purchase for $5 and 

will be on sale at HG&R to the public. 

 

There will be an upcoming announcement regarding 

a training session for display setup for all members, 

Annual dues are due now.  Please pay the treasurer 

$25 per year by the end of February. 

 

New Business 
  

Jan Smith  introduced tonight’s speakers Pam 

LaRocco and Gloria Teague about preparing your 

plants for upcoming shows.  

 

Show & Tell Plants – A large number of members 

presented their plants for growing information and 

judging.   

 

Plant Raffle---- was held for members and guests 

this evening. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.  Our next meeting 

March 11, 2020. 

 

Show & Tell Plants – Growers/members presented 

their plants for growing information. 

 

Topmiller miniature orchids 

 

1
st
 Place  -  phalaenopsis – Unknown – White, 

Gloria Teague 

 

2
nd

 Place – dendrobium – lindleyi , Jim Temple 

 

Fanelli standard orchids 

  

1
st
 Place - cymbidium – Unknown – Yellow /orange, 

Larry Atwood 

 

2
nd

 Place - phalaenopsis – Unknown – White,  Ann 

Hurst 

 



Plant Raffle---- was held for members and guests 

this evening. 

 

Show & Tell Plants – A large number of members 

presented their plants for growing information and 

judging.   

 

Plant Raffle---- was held for members and guests 

this evening. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.  The next meeting is 

March 11, 2020. 

 

Sal Locascio, Recording Secretary 

Sallocascio48@gmail.com  

 

Plant Doctor and Beginner’s Corner will be back 

by popular demand.  

They are held between 6:30 and 7pm. 

Plant Doctor is available every month. Bring in 

your troubled plants. We will try our best to 

determine what is ailing them. But do keep them 

isolated from other plants brought to the meeting. 

Beginner’s Corner will be held on months when our 

speakers are not offering plant sales. 

Pam LaRocco, The Plant Dr. 

pamlarocco@hotmail.com  

 

Refreshments for March 
 

Sweet--Morris Spillman 

Savory--Sue Phillips 

Surprise--Anne-Marie Blancquaert 

Ice and drinks—Carla Cates 

 

Visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society  
 

 

 

Show and Tell for February  
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Photos courtesy Jan Smith and 

Sal Lacoscio 

 
 

Sue Phillips accepting her Sparkle 

Award 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

February 2020 

Beginners corner: Watering your orchid 
 

Winter still has a grip here in the Ohio River valley 

during the month of February. Fortunately for us, 

the commercial orchid greenhouses are releasing 

their first batch of cultivated orchids right in time 

for Valentine’s day.  

 

In many supermarkets and garden centers of big box 

stores you will see a colorful display of blooming 

orchid plants, the majority of which are 

Phalaenopsis or moth orchids. You will be tempted 

to take one home to liven up the living room during 

these cold winter months or you might receive one 

from your sweetheart for Valentine’s day.  

 

The vast array of color choices, the sizes as they 

come in standard size but also miniatures, the 

number of flowering spikes, the long-lasting 

blooms, their upright growth for commercial 

purposes, their adaptability to our living room 

conditions and their reasonable price have made 

Phalaenopsis a favorite blooming houseplant for the 

dreary winter months! 

 

Enjoy the blooming orchid and here are some 

watering tips. 

 

One way to classify orchids (although not scientific 

and there are always exceptions to the rule) is how 

they access water.  

 

Phalaenopsis are orchids that do not have a water 

storage organ (no pseudobulbs or canes), hence they 

will need watering year-round. 

 

You guessed it, the other kind of orchids do have 

pseudobulbs or canes that can store water. They can 

survive periods of less or no water and some will 

need a dry rest period to bloom. But that will be 

another story. 

 

In nature Phalaenopsis attach to tree trunks and 

branches with their thick, fleshy roots, out of direct 

sunlight. Every time it rains their roots (and leaves) 

will get washed over by the rain water and any 

debris from the tree and the occasional bird 

dropping. Fertilization is rather scant in nature! 

Their leaves hang down and so will their flower 

spike(s) (botanic name: inflorescence(s)). After all 

nobody will go out there staking flower spikes! 

 

When you bring your orchid home, it will have 

done a voyage to get from the nursery to your living 

room, sometimes in not so ideal circumstances. 

After you unwrap it, you want to assess if it will 

need watering. 

 

Lots of Phalaenopsis are potted in sphagnum moss 

because it retains water rather well which helps the 

orchid during its transport. You can stick your 

finger or a pencil (wooden skewer/dowel) in the 

medium and assess if it is still moist. If so, no 

watering is required. Orchids planted in sphagnum 

moss can go 10 to 14 days between waterings. 

 

Phalaenopsis potted in a bark mix, which you can 

recognize as it is rather chunky and has brown 

(bark), black (charcoal) and white (perlite) pieces 

instead of the uniform black for potting soil. (By the 

way Phalaenopsis should never be in potting soil, 

again that will be another story.) It may be a little 

harder in the beginning to recognize when an orchid 

in bark mix needs watering. Again, your finger or a 

pencil (wooden skewer/dowel) can be used but also 

the weight of the pot is a good indicator. Dry bark 

mix in a plastic pot (all commercial Phalaenopsis 

come in clear plastic pots these days) is very light 

however when the mix is wet there is a distinct 

difference in weight. After a few times you will 

recognize the difference between needing water and 

still having enough water. 

 

Rain water is the best water to use for any orchid, as 

it is the purest, has the right pH and has no excess 

of salt. Lots of municipal water sources are fine as 

well, however do not use softened water, too much 

salt for orchids! 

 

If your Phalaenopsis orchid comes in a decorative 

container that means that the plant is potted in a thin 

clear plastic pot (which most of the time cannot stay 

upright by itself because of the roots that have 

developed). You take the orchid by the flower stalk 

and stake(s) out of the decorative pot to water it. 

Bring your orchid to the sink and let the water run 

through the pot to thoroughly wet the medium 

(saturation). Or you can also fill a larger container 



with a few inches of water and place your 

Phalaenopsis in there to let it soak up water. After 

10-15 minutes remove and let it drain thoroughly in 

the sink. When drained place back in its decorative 

container and its place in the living room.  

 

If your plant is not in a decorative container it will 

be able to stand on its own and the clear plastic pot 

will allow for light to reach the roots which is also a 

healthy situation as in nature the roots are exposed. 

Water as above. 

 

Being winter and rather dry in our houses because 

of the heating system, it is good to check your 

orchid at least on a weekly basis and for bark mixes 

twice a week. Do not water necessarily but 

familiarize yourself with the weight of the plant. 

 

Phalaenopsis orchids are now considered 

houseplants and as such fall under the general rule 

for houseplant watering warning!  

MORE HOUSEPLANTS AND THAT INCLUDES 

ORCHIDS, GET KILLED BY OVERWATERING 

THAN BY UNDERWATERING! 

 

Watering don’ts: 

1. If in doubt, wait a day before watering! 

2. Do not use softened water. 

3. Do not let the orchid stand in water. 

4. Do not let water stand in the crown of the 

plant (meaning in the leaves) as this 

promotes what is called ‘crown rot’, a 

bacterial disease that will kill your plant.  

Remember that in nature the leaves hang 

down so there never is water in the crown. 

Use a paper towel to soak up the water if 

you get some in the crown. 

5. Do not use ice cubes! When did you last see 

the ice truck in the tropics delivering ice to 

the Phalaenopsis? 

 

Note: since Phalaenopsis originate from South East 

Asia, the Philippines and Australia places with 

higher humidity, we can increase the humidity in 

our houses around our orchid(s) (certainly during 

the winter months when the heating makes our air 

drier) of course with a humidifier or commercial 

humidity trays, but we do not have to go that fancy. 

A tray or a glass bowl from the flea market with a 

thick layer of pebbles will do. Put the orchid on top 

of the pebbles and put water in the tray taking care 

that the orchid pot can not wick up water. You want 

the water to evaporate and increase the humidity 

surrounding the plant. Instead of pebbles one can 

also use pieces of egg crate (the white polystyrene 

sheets used in light boxes in commercial buildings) 

or fiberglass grating pieces. Anything that can take 

water well and lifts the orchid above the water level 

will work. (I’ll show some examples). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


