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From the President 
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

It's so nice to see the sun shining after SO MANY 

RAINY days.  Hopefully we won't get any more of 

those "rain for 2-4 days" at a time.  Most of my 

orchids are looking great and hopefully yours are as 

well. 

 

Our meeting this month is on Thursday, July 11
th

!  

Same time - same place.  The reason is due to a 

scheduling conflict involving our speaker. 

 

We will discuss our wine and cheese at Sal's house, 

our show, our picnic/auction, volunteer work at 

nursing home, discussing our partnership with 

Waterfront Botanical Gardens for a seminar in 

November, volunteer work in middle school science 

class, Cincinnati seminar, our 2019 directory, and 

any "new" business we might want to discuss. 

We will have raffle plants and goodies galore.  

Please do come to our meeting and looking forward 

to seeing everyone there. 

 

Ruth Schneider, President 

rblschnei@gmail.com  

 

From the Vice President 
 

For our July meeting, we have a special speaker 

who will be speaking both to us and to Miami 

Valley in Dayton. He will discuss "Glicenstein's 

Monsters", a program showing some of the 

sometime unusual hybrids he made while at Hoosier 

Orchids and after. It should be fascinating! 

 

Please note that our meeting will be moved 

to Thursday evening in order to accommodate 

Leon's presentations at both Miami Valley and 

KOS. My husband and I will be driving to Dayton 
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to see Leon speak on Wednesday evening and to 

bring him back to Louisville. If anyone else wants 

to attend Miami Valley’s meeting, I'm sure we will 

be welcome. He will be speaking on "Native 

Orchids of Indiana". We could take one more 

person with us, if anyone wants to go. Just let me 

know! 

 

Leon Glicenstein Ph.D. began growing orchids in 

1954, and became the assistant to the curator of 

orchids at the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, from 

1957 to 1960. He has advanced degrees in 

Chemistry and Horticulture, with an emphasis on 

plant breeding, cytology, and cytogenetics. He was 

a plant breeder for five years at Linda Vista S.A. in 

Costa Rica, he photographed, in the wild, 

approximately 80% of the then known orchid 

species of Costa Rica. He won the second American 

Orchid Society Dillon/Peterson Essay Contest using 

one of his Costa Rican experiences. He has 

photographed many of the orchids in the 

Northeastern United States, Florida, and all of the 

orchids in California, where he located some taxa 

not formerly known to exist there. As a respected 

lecturer, has given numerous conservation oriented 

programs both nationally and internationally. Leon 

has been an invited guest speaker at both the 

Vancouver and Miami World Orchid Conferences. 

He has published numerous articles in the American 

Orchid Society magazine (including a 10 part series 

on Jewel and Painted-leaf Orchids with a 

supplement) and some in the Orchid Digest. 

 

Leon joined Hoosier Orchid Company in September 

1998. He has created numerous novel and new 

combination not before known, thereby extended 

our knowledge of generic relationships within the 

orchid family. Since the demise of Hoosier Orchid 

Company Leon has been consulting with other 

orchid companies on growing orchids from seed. 

 

A strong conservationist, Leon was a past 

chairperson of the American Orchid Societies 

Conservation Committee, and had been a member 

of this committee for decades. He represented the 

AOS at the international conservation meeting in 

Costa Rica in 2007. In 2013 Leon was elected to the 

position of "Fellow of the American Orchid 

Society" for "… outstanding contributions to 

conservation, hybridizing, and the educational 

advancement of the Orchidaceae" [AOS's words], 

an honor given to only nine other people since the 

inception of the American Orchid Society. 

 

Jan Smith, Vice President 

smithroberts@mac.com  

                              
Future Programs:  August 14

th
, Waterfront 

Botanical Gardens speaking about KOS pairing 

with them for our Fall Event at their new building; 

September 11
th

, Jennifer Sutton, Growing orchids in 

a greenhouse; October 9
th

, Francisco Miranda, 

Brazilian orchids; November 13
th

, open; December 

11
th

, Holiday Party. 

 

Minutes  
 

No minutes available for the June meeting. 

 

June Show and Tell 

 

Standard: 

 

1
st
 Place  – Oncidium  sphacelatum  -  Sal Locascio  

 

2
nd

 Place - Miltoniopsis Hajime Ono  #5  (Mps. 

Martin Orenstein Mps. Pearl Ono‘)  – Carla Cates 

 

3
rd

 Place – Cattleya purpurata var. carnea – Carla 

Cates 

 

Mini: 

 

1
st
 Place – Miltoniopsis  Lover's Point (Mps.  

Lorene x Mps. Meadowdale)  – Heidi Boel  
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KOS June Show and Tell 
 

 
                                                      oncidium  sphacelatum   

                                                                       Sal Locascio 

 

 
                                               Miltoniopsis Hajime Ono  #5   

                                                                            Carla Cates 

 

 
                                          Cattleya purpurata var. carnea  

                                                                         Carla Cates 

 

 
                       Miltoniopsis Lover's Point 

                                                Heidi Boel 
 

 
                     Vanda Amina Ashe 



 
                    Encyclia “Ginger Snap” 

 

 
                                                 Miltonia Yellow Passion 

 

 
                                                                Phal. unknown 

 

 
                              Paph. Deperle 

 

 
               Milt. Lennart Karl Gottling ‘Hula Skirt’ 

 

Photos courtesy of Jan Smith 

 

 

 

An evening at Louvino  

 

 
 

Louvino photos courtesy of Sal Locascio 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A lovely evening was had by all the KOS workers 

for the Home, Garden and Remodeling Show, and 

Locust Grove.  Thank you all for your help and 

dedication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit us at our website 

www.kyorchidsociety.com or on Facebook 

at Kentucky Orchid Society  
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Cattleya percivaliana 

American Orchid Society, October 29, 2018  

Cattleya percivaliana 

(Rchb.f.) O'Brien 

 
 

Although Cattleya percivaliana 'Sonia de Urbano' 

appears to be an alba form, it actually has a faint 

trace of pigment 

 

Cattleya percivaliana was discovered in 1881 

by William Arnold, a collector for the firm of 

Sanders. The plants were found in the 

Venezuelan Andes. When originally described 

by Reichenbach a year later, it was given only 

varietal status. Reichenbach favored the concept 

that all of the labiate cattleyas were merely 

varieties of Cattleya labiata, a concept which 

persisted well into the twentieth century. In 

1883 James O'Brien gave it specific status in 

the same publication in which Reichenbach first 

mentioned it, Gardener's Chronicle. 

 

Cattleya percivaliana is primarily a Venezuelan 

species from the northwestern mountains 

although it has been reported from neighboring 

Colombia as well. The species is generally 

found between 1400 - 2000 meters but seems to 

be adaptable to lower elevations. Indeed, even 

growers in warm sea-level South Florida can 

grow C. percivaliana without problems. It 

usually grows as an epiphyte, but is also found 

growing lithophytically on rocky cliffs where it 

receives nearly full sun. 

 

Generally, Cattleya percivaliana is a somewhat 

smaller plant than other labiate cattleyas with 

the total height around a foot. Flowers are 

produced 2-6 in the autumn or winter. In nature, 

they bloom earlier but we always see them at 

Christmas and the species is often referred to as 

the "Christmas Orchid". The form of the 

flowers is generally better than the typical form 

of other labiate cattleyas; they are fuller and 

flatter although sometimes smaller. The full 

form of the flowers has been an attraction to 

hybridizers, C. percivaliana has been used as a 

parent more than 130 times. 

 

 
C. percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS 

 

Although the typical color is pale orchid 

lavender, there are numerous other color forms 

and several awarded grexes with C. 

percivaliana 'Summit' FCC/AOS perhaps being 

the most widely known. Some varieties are 

known as "grandifloras" and suspected to be 

tetraploids. Another notable "Perci" is the 
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albescent C. percivaliana 'Sonia de Urbano' 

which has several awards in its native country. 

The flowers have the faintest trace of color 

offset by an old gold lip. C. percivaliana 

'Carache' is a well-known semi-alba grex with a 

richly-colored lip, the lip color approaching 

burgundy wine. 

 

 
C. percivaliana 'Carace' 

 

Cattleya percivaliana is a rewarding, easy-to-

grow species that belongs in any collection that 

includes cattleyas. Here in South Florida we 

grow the species in 6-8" clay pots using lava 

rock as a media. Farther north fir bark might be 

more appropriate. We water the plants 3 or 4 

times a week during the growing season and a 

day less during winter. They are grown bright 

with only about 30-40% shade. Labiate 

cattleyas can also be successfully grown 

mounted providing that you supply ample 

water. - G. Allikas 

 

Article presented courtesy of the American Orchid 

Society. 

 


